
Deputation by Havant Climate Alliance and Havant Friends of the Earth.
 on Changes to the Pre-Submission Havant Borough Local Plan

 
Our concern is with the Cabinet decision on 3rd June to re-gear Warblington Farm 
(EX2) by bringing it out of agriculture to become a Brent Geese and Wader Refuge 
(E17) thus allowing the site to be used for Water Quality Mitigation (EX1). 

In our opinion, the re-gearing of Warblington Farm:
1. Will not be effective as water quality mitigation,
2. Will not mitigate for bird foraging sites lost elsewhere,
3. Will cause the inappropriate loss of good quality agricultural land.

1. Water Quality Mitigation
For decades excess nutrients (nitrates and phosphates) have been entering the 
Solent and Harbours from human wastewater and intensive agriculture. The 
resulting overgrowth of green algae impacts designated habitats reducing food for 
marine life and birds. The algae particularly damages seagrass which provides a 
nursery for young fish and plays a vital role in the solution to climate change. Per 
unit area, seagrass is more efficient than tropical rainforest, at absorbing carbon.
 
From a study by Ricardo of the Budds Farm catchment, the majority of nitrates in 
Langstone Harbour come from inland agriculture via rivers and from other 
background sources, with less than 10% coming from human wastewater. Despite  
some reduction since Budds Farm installed the Eastney Long Sea Outfall, notified 
discharges of stormwater into Langstone Harbour continue. A 2016 OESEA report 
found weak tidal flow in the Eastern Solent, likely to cause wastewater from 
Eastney to re-enter the Harbours. Langstone Harbour remains “at risk”. Ricardo 
concluded that new housing development may increase nitrate levels in Langstone 
Harbour.  
 
In 2019 Havant stopped all housing developments that could not be shown to be 
nutrient neutral, pending the need to provide mitigation. Natural England advised 
that one form of indirect mitigation is to re-wild, in perpetuity, low quality agricultural 
land with high nitrate levels. The plan for Warblington Farm (part owned by HBC) is 
a response to that.

We do not think this will be an effective or appropriate mitigation.  The farm is on 
good quality land and not thought to be under intensive agriculture, therefore nitrate
levels are likely to be lower than assessed by the Farmscoper Model.  Nitrate levels
should be physically tested using soil samples of fallow land prior to planting. 

More effective mitigation would be to follow the Partnership-for-Urban-South- 
Hampshire and the Hampshire-and-Isle-of-Wight-Wildlife-Trust in buying poor 
quality agricultural land previously high in nitrates. This could be inland. Cost is 
seen as a barrier, but lower cost options may become available. 

On-site wastewater treatment needs more consideration. Work is also needed with 
Southern Water to increase capacity and nitrate stripping of wastewater.



Nutrient reduction, not just nutrient neutrality, is needed to allow seagrass beds to 
recover.

2. Bird Foraging Site Mitigation

As a nature reserve, Warblington Farm is also seen as mitigation for the loss of  
foraging sites for Brent Geese and Waders at Campdown and Sinah Lane, if these 
are developed.  

However the farm is already designated a Primary Support site and is heavily used 
for winter foraging. Over 350 birds have been seen there at one time. Its capacity is
unlikely to increase by it becoming an official reserve. Neither will it be sustainable 
“in perpetuity” in view of predicted sea level rises, even if the damaged sea wall is 
replaced.

The birds that currently use the site come from Chichester Harbour, whereas birds 
that forage on Campdown and Sinah Lane come from Langstone Harbour. They 
are creatures of habit and return to customary sites each year. It is unlikely that 
they will divert to unfamiliar sites. Curlew are among bird species in decline. Their 
specific foraging requirements are best met on Campdown. 

The Harbours and their adjacent inland foraging sites form an existing ecological 
network. Fragmentation should be avoided (E14). Disrupting and replacing this with
a new network risks further species decline. 

3. Maintaining good agricultural land (E6).

Natural England maps classify the land at Warblington as the Best and Most 
Versatile in England, which they advise should remain in food production. For UK 
food security such farmland should be protected, especially as similar land will be 
lost elsewhere in the Borough under The Local Plan. 

Across England, many Council owned farms have been sold reducing opportunities
for young farmers. This farm should remain in production.  The Council can work 
with the farmer to minimise nutrient run off, maintain the fields as attractive winter 
foraging and increase habitat for biodiversity. 

Local residents value milk delivered from a local dairy.

Patricia Brooks


